140 Pounds of Chemical Agent

io Be Used in Burning Tests

A four-month test of incineration as
a wmeans of destroying the wcapacitat-
g chemical agent, BZ  scheduled to
begin Monday at the Pine Bluff
Arsenal, will use about 140 pounds of
B7Z Army officials said yesterday

The pilot tests are designed to ob-
tain nformation for future destruction
at the Arsenal of about 10,700 pounds
of bulk BZ, plus 522 M-138 cluster
borabs and 973 BZ cluster generators,
according to Jun Bacon, executive as-
sistant to Colonel Philip DD Thorne,
Arsenal cominander

Bacon told reporters at an after
noon press conference that BZ, a non-
lethal chemical that produces a tem-
porary disabling condition, was pro-
duced at the Arsenal from 1962
through 1964 The destruction of BZ 13
being planned because the Army’s
stackpile has exceeded its  expected
shelf life '

The tests, which will

four-man crew 1 an earthen covered

igloo, he said Only five pounds of the '

odotless white crystal and 33 pounds
of the explostves will be at the test
site al one time, Bacon said The in-
cinerator systemn that will be used for
the tests, however, can only destroy
about 30 grams (about 1 ounce) of BZ
4 nunute, he said,” adding that the
compheated system would make it im-
possible for BZ to escape into the at-
mosphere

The tests begin when BZ efters an
explosive/gas conlainment vessel,

Pine Bluff Commercial

cost  about
9%600,000, are to be conducted by a’

¢ where it 15 burned at 1,200 A vapor

~wemerator  then destroys  all vapors
and the process 1s repeated thiough an
<afterburner The final process includes
a water quench system and a decon-
tanunant  furnace  Bacon said  Only
?nn vent 15 used, with a venttlation
iltration systemn at the end of the 1g-
loo, he said

Complete disposal of the Army's BZ
stockpile, stored mamly 1 16 gallon
druins, 15 scheduled for 1986 thicugh
1988 Bacon sad He ‘added that con-
struction of the large incimerator sys-
tem for the complete destruction
shonld begin at thé Arsenal in late
1983

To date, $58 milllon has been spent
on the study of BZ destruction, includ-
“ing a $l-nullion test previously con-
ducted by Batelle Columbus Labora-
tonies of Columbus, Georgia, Bacon
said

Those tests, using the same in-
anerator system now - place at the
Arsenal, were successful, he said The
system was transported to the Arsenal
this summer, Bacon sad

After a 45 minute shde presentation,
Bacon told reporters that seven people
have been exposed (o BZ here since
1964 Six were exposed dunng man-
tenance and cleanup procedures after
production stopped 1n 1964, and one
person was exposed when the BZ pro
duction plant was being disassembled,
he said

All of the affected persons returned
to duty with no recurnng effects, he
Sdld

Also, a fire erupted tn 3 BZ storage
tigloo at the Arsenal 1in 1971, according
to Tom Shook, environmental ecordi
nator at the Arsenal Sh ok ~oid an
xtremely small amount of BZ —~ f
any at all — escaped vto the at-
wosphere

Bacon said there was no potential
danger and that he conside ed the sys-
tom safe to the working personnel, the
ervironment and the local community

Preyious Army descriptions said
the effects of BZ included temporary
di.ziness, disorientation and hallu-
cinations
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